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The applicant is hereby notified that the international search report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
international search report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 



□ The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Article 17(2)(a) to that effect is transmitted herewith. 



[ | With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

I | the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with 

' 1 the applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated 

| j Offices. 

no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 
Further action(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. 
If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in rules 90 bis 1 and 90 bis 3, respectively, before the 
completion of the technical preparations for international publication. 

Within 19 months from the priority date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant 
wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date (in some Offices even later). 

Within 20 months from the priority date, the applicant must perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase 
before all designated OfFices which have not been elected in the demand or in a later election within 19 months from the 
priority date or could not be elected because they are not bound by Chapter II. 
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Article 17(2)(a) to that effect is transmitted herewith. 

j | With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

□ the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with 
the applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated 
Offices. 

no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 
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Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. 
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Applicant 
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This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 



of a total of ^ she 



This international search report consists of a total of ^ sheets. 

It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1. Basis of the report 

a With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item, 
the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 



□ 



□ 
□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

1 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 

1 1 the 

1 | the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has b een 
furnished. 

| J Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 



3. | | Unity of invention is lacking (See Box II). 

4. With regard to the title, 
X| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant, 

the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



□ 



5. With regard to the abstract, 



| x| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| [ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in 
Box III. The applicant may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international 
search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 

| | as suggested by the applicant. 

| j because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



None of the figures. 
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC(7) :A0lN 43/04; C07H 21/04; C07K l/OO 
US CL :5l4/2; 530/363; 536/23. 5 
According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 514/2; 530/363; 5S6/2S.5 

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields 
searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
STN, files: Biosis, Medline, CA; DIALOG, one-search- Biochem 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


X, P 


Bar-Or, D. et al., Characterization of the Co 2+ and Ni 2+ binding 
amino-acid residues of the N-terminus of human albumin, European 


1-6, 8-15 


Y,P 


Journal of Biochemistry. January 2001. Volumn 268, pages 42-47, 
especially page 42. 


7, 16-20 


X 


Takahashi, N., et al. Structural changes and metal binding by 
proalbumins and other amino-terminal genetic variants of human 


3, 6, 14, 15 


Y 


serum albumin, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
USA, November 1987. Vol. 84, pages 7403-7407, especially page 
7403. 


17 


A 


US 5,962,649 A (NODA et al.) 05 October 1999, see entire 
document. 


1-21 
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US 5,612,197 A (OHDA et al.) 18 March 1997, see entire 
document. 


1-21 



| Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C [ | See patent family annex. 



Special categories of cited documents: 

A" document defining the general state of the art which is not considered 

to be of particular relevance 

E" earlier document published on or after the international filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 

means 

P" document published prior to the international filing date but later 

than the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is combined 
with one or more other such documents, such combination being 
obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
13 AUGUST 2001 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

25OCT2001 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
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Washington, D.C 2023 1 
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Authorized officer /) / / s 
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., TheM Hotcs ire mieoded to give the basic instructions concerning the filing of imgn/W.,.. ■ A 

ES^T re< > u "f nentt of ^ P » ,en ' Cooperation Treaty .GdZ R ^3X^^ The 

totri.ct.ons under that Treaty. In cue of discrepancy between these Notes aod those rewTremc^ Sfl.n„^f UB, J ,r, ? ve 
For more detailed irformauon. see also the PCT Appi .cam's On.de, a puWk^of^TO^^ '" re * Pp,,c,b,e 

. . 10 these Notes, -Article-, -Rule" and -Section" refer to the provisions of (be PCT the PCT R.«i..i n .. , ... 

Administrative Instructiom, respectively. ' "* rv 1 «*gulatioas and the PCT 

INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 

<*«cnpoon and drawings) may be amended dtariSn^^^S^TS L" gfl!l~JS£?^ l *« > '^ ,<K * 

no need to file imrnimrtit. o(the daim. ««^ArUcle 19 eszxpTwne^e!^.,^^ 

fot^epwpoaa offinmiiooal protectioa or has another iraBon^amend^X dES^^^^^^, 

R«heH»ore, k should be empbas^hat provisional pJ^c^s^^^^^S^^T^^ •■*•«*■. 

What parti of the International application may be amended ? 
The claims only . 

c££e?nr ti0n ^ dr,Wia « , ° uy "** * " neod * d duri °« mternatioMl prdiminwy eammatioc under 

WfceaiT Within inirt. t~— ***** — r ^n^, nfm ^ |n, f n,,.^,.. „ .„ , „,„ f „ ^__/. ., 

y^fF *0«*M OO lime if me* aie wmhmA htr I m*~-m«l~ ^ n MIM -~5L1^ 

Whcrr sot lo file Ike aacadmcate T 

»— - - ** ~*«>* OOice or the 
Where a demand for mtcrnatipQal preliminary examination haa beenAs (Bod, see below. 



be i rwtmbf r e d oooiecutivdy (Administrative Instroctions, Section 205(b)). ™ >rcra ™ ocrea « ,n€ y mu « 



Wknl docmesli mwst/wkmy accompany tbe ameadmeats ? 

Letter (Sectfoa 205(b)): 

The amendment! must be lubmiaed with a letter. 

Tb« !<^ ^11 ^ be published with the international tpoUcation tod the tmended diian It should not be 
ooafounded with the ^utement under Article 19(1)" (tJ^beiow, under -Statement ua^ArticUl^ir) 

IZ££?r ^L^^J^ GC ^^ ^T** dAima ***** ****** » tmended. it must, in 
"f^S* m O0Qncct,oa «<* cUra «PP«nng intbe intemattoail tpptkxtfcxK ttbemradersttxl 
that idenocit indications concerning several daims may be grouped), whether 1 

(i) the daim is unchanged; 

(ii) the claim is cancelled; 

(iii) the daim is new; 

(iv) the daim replaces one or more cltinu «j filed; 

(v) the daim is the result of the divuioo of ■ dtim as filed. 
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